1 uberculosis and National Health
it does in county districts, and it is to the latter districts that the
various points now under consideration chiefly refer. The wider
question of the institutional treatment of tuberculosis is considered
in a subsequent chapter, but it is necessary to refer here to its rela/
tionship to the method which is adopted for the provision of
accommodation for advanced and incurable cases of tuberculosis*
In county areas it is desirable to decentralize accommodation
for advanced cases of the disease and to make the necessary pro
vision by means of smaller units to serve separate well/defined
districts. These units which must be specially designed for the
purpose should be provided in connexion with existing institu/
tions, namely isolation hospitals or public assistance institutions.
The isolation hospital with a separate and distinct unit has
definite advantages for this purpose, and there is much to be
said in favour of the view that while the County Authority should
be responsible for dealing with cases of tuberculosis which are
likely to improve under treatment, the Local Sanitary Authority
should be made responsible for the provision of accommodation
for advanced and incurable cases of the disease. If public assist/
ance institutions are used for the purpose, a separate unit should
be provided. Chronic ambulant patients who give no evidence
of any further response to treatment and who have to be admitted
to public assistance institutions primarily for social reasons can
be accommodated in specially designed balconies.
The medical assessment of all cases, even such as may appear
hopeless, should receive due consideration. Doubtful cases should
have the benefit of observation and treatment in a tuberculosis
hospital or in the hospital unit of the sanatorium hospital where
modern remedial measures both medical and surgical are avail/
able. No case should be relegated to a unit for advanced or
incurable cases until the prospects of improvement under treat/
ment have been fully explored. It is necessary therefore that there
should exist a closely connecting link between the hospital depart/
ment and the unit for advanced and incurable cases.
The compulsory removal of infectious persons suffering from
tuberculosis of the respiratory tract is provided for by the Public
Health Act, 1936. Under section 172 of the Act the County
Council or Local Sanitary Authority are empowered to make
application to a Court of Summary Jurisdiction for an order for
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